
/ƛǘȅ hŦ IŀǊǘ  
407 S. State St 
Hart, Mi 49420 

Planning Commission 
Thursday, May 4th,2023 

Minutes 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Betty Root, Jim Cunningham, Jim Evans, Gale Goldberg, and Diane LaPorte 
ABSENT: Fred Rybarz and Peggy Wittman 
OTHERS PRESENT: City Manager ς Rob Splane  
 
**City Clerk was unable to attend meeting, Due to equipment failure meeting was not recorded and Clerk 
is working off City Managers notes.  
 
B. Root called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: J. Evans moved to approve the agenda and supported by D. LaPorte 

 ̄ Ayes: 5   Nays: 0   Absent: 2 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: J. Evans moved to approve minutes from November 3rd,2022 and supported by 
G. Goldberg with correction J. Cunningham wanted the City to purchase 15+/- small American flags to put 
on the condos down by the lake and display them like they do on the Grand Hotel.  

 ̄ Ayes: 5   Nays: 0   Absent: 2 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS, CORRESPONDENCE, EVENTS, PRESENTATIONS:   
Á Public Hearing ς Rezoning and Special Land use for Parcel 020-243-001-00 located at 620 East 

Main Street 
J. Evans motioned to open the public hearing and supported by G. Goldberg  

 ̄ Ayes: 5   Nays: 0   Absent: 2. 
Randy Bouwkamp would like to rezone property so that he can have farm animals.  
Cunningham asked if the animals would be visible from the road? The road sits higher than the 
property so the animals would be visible from the road.  
Goldberg, what animals are you thinking about having and how many? At this time, they will be 
regular farm animals. Goldberg also asked if this was a full-time resident? Yes, it is but also has a 
house in Holland. And are you here 7 days a week to care for the animals? Not at this time but 
will be to care for the animals.  
Root asked what would be done with the waste from the animals? There is going to be a garden 
where it will be used as fertilizer.  
Cunningham asked if there are going to be pigs? Currently, they are not high on the list but are 
not going to rule that out.  
LaPorte the only animal id be against is a rooster. As a rooster can be noisy and mean, id hate for 
one to get out and  
 

ACTION ITEMS:   
Á Consider ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ recommendation to rezone the property at 620 East Main Street as A-1 

residential. 
Mckenna, As requested by the applicants, Randy, and Lisa Bouwkamp, we have reviewed the 
above referenced application for the rezoning of 620 E. Main St. (parcel number 64-020-001-00) 
from PUD to A-Residential. 
¢ƘŜ ƭƻǘ ƛǎ рнуΩ ǿƛŘŜ Ȅ трнΩ ƭƻƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻǘ Ŏƻƴǘains a single-family residence, but much of the lot is 
currently undeveloped. The lot is outlined (approximately) on the aerial photo below. The 
applicant proposes to rezone the lot to A-Residential and to keep farm animals on the grounds.   



 
Below is the current zoning map in the area. The parcel in question is highlighted. 

 

 
ZONING DISTRIC COMPARISON 



The chart below compares the existing PUD District to the proposed A District. When considering 
a rezoning, the Planning Commission must take into account all potential uses under the new 
zoning classification, not merely the use the application has expressed interest in 

 

 Existing District PUD Planned 
Unit Development 

 
A-Residential 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Permitted Uses 

*Single and Multi-family housing 
*Hospitals, medical or dental 

clinics 
*Public. Private or nursery 

schools 
*Housing for the aged, nursing 

homes and retirement  
ϝ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎ 

*Community swimming pools 
*Executive professional or 

administrative offices 
*Hotels and motels  

*Athletic and fitness clubs.                      

*Single family detached dwellings 
*Two-family dwellings (duplexes)  

*Accessory apartments 
*Child and adult day care homes 

with no more than six minor 
children and adults. 

State Licensed adult foster care 
family homes with no more than 

six adults 
*Home occupations 

*Private communication antenna 
not exceeding twenty-five feet in 

height 
*Accessory uses, buildings, and 

structures customarily incidental 
to an of the above uses. 

*Public and institutional uses. 
*Public and private schools and 
school administration buildings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special Approval Uses 

N/A *Antenna and towers exceeding 
a height of twenty-five 

*Non-commercial parks, 
playgrounds and play fields 
* Essential public services 
buildings and structures 

*Housing for the elderly, retired 
or those requiring assisted care 

including nursing homes. 
*Public and private golf courses. 

*Child day care homes which 
provide care to more than six but 

not more than twelve minor 
children. 

*Child day care centers. 
*Bed and Breakfast 

establishments. 
*Foster care group home for 

seven or more persons. 
*Domestic farm animals and 

fowls penned and housed more 
than 200 feet from any dwelling 

other than the dwelling 
occupied by the owner of the 

farm animals or fowls and 
located on a parcel of land 

containing three acres or more. 
*Duplexes 

*Boarding houses. 



Minimum Lot Size Determined by the Planning 
Commission 

6,000 square feet 

Minimum Setbacks Determined by the Planning 
Commission  

Front: 15 feet 
Side: 15 feet 
Rear: 25 feet 

Maximum Building 
Height 

Determined by the Planning 
Commission  

35 feet 
2.5 stories 

Residential Density Determined by the Planning 
Commission 

7 units per acre w/sewer 
3 units per acre w0/0 sewer 

  
The two districts are very different. The PUD district allows much more flexibility in site design, 
construction, and use, when compared to the A-Residential district. The PUD district is envisioned 
to allow for greater density and a mixture of uses such as commercial, residential, and service. A 
PUD allows for more intensive uses to take place. The A-Residential district allows primarily for 
single-family residences and their auxiliary uses. The parcel in question is Zoned PUD, but on the 
edge of that district and wedged between A-Residential lots and M-1 Medical/Institution lots. The 
site is currently partially developed, and a single-family lineage of the original owners of the farm-
5ƻŎ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŦƻǊƳ-a 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΩǎ ŦŀǊƳΦ 
REVIEW CRITERIA FOR REZOMINGS 
When reviewing a rezoning request, the Planning Commission should consider the following 
criteria. 

1. Consistency with the Master Plan. 
In 2017 Hart Master Plan encourages single-family residential neighborhoods and 
properties to promote the community character of Hart. The 2017 Master Plan envisions 
a variety of uses in the A-Residential district.  

2. Consistency with the Zoning Ordinance. 
{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ мнпрΦлоόƧύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŀǊǘ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά5ƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ŦŀǊƳ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
fowls penned and housed more than 200 feet from any dwelling other than the dwelling 
occupied by the owner of the farm animals or fowls, and located on a parcel of land 
ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΦέ 
¢ƘŜ IŀǊǘ /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ǇŀƎŜ мн όнύ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ŦŀǊƳ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀǎ άCŀǊƳ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ and 
Ŧƻǿƭǎέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻǿƭǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƪŜǇǘ ƻƴ ŀ ŦŀǊƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
ƛƴŎƻƳŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΣ ŎƻǿǎΣ ǇƛƎǎΣ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴǎΣ ǘǳǊƪŜȅǎΣ ǎƘŜŜǇΣ ŘǳŎƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŜŜǎŜΦέ 
The proposal to keep farm animals on the property is consistent with the Hart Zoning 
Ordinance. The applicants have submitted a detailed site plan for the uses on the property 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ нллΩ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǎŜǘōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎΦ ! {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
Use Permit will be required before the animals can begin residing on the site. 

3. ¢ƘŜ {ƛǘŜΩǎ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ /ƻƳǇŀǘƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦ǎŜǎ tŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ The 
Planning Commission must consider whether the site can reasonably support the uses 
permitted in the proposed Zoning District, from a physical perspective. 

¶ Natural Features: The subject site is a partially developed lot that contains a 
single-ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŎŜƭ Ƙŀǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΩǎ 
ŦŀǊƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΩǎ ŦŀǊƳ ǿƛǘƘ 
open spaces and wooded areas. The parcel is also primarily flat and does not 
contain protected wetlands or other natural features that would restrict 
development. 

¶ Road Network: The parcel fronts Main Street, which is the main east/west 
corridor in Hart. The parcel is approximately a mile east of Downtown Hart. To 
the east of the parcel is Oceana Rd., a regional road which bypasses Downtown 
Hart. The proposed rezoning is not anticipated to have any negative impacts on 
the road network.  

4. Compatibility with Surrounding Uses.  The Planning Commission must consider whether 
all of the permitted uses in the proposed A-Residential District would be appropriate to 



the existing surroundings. The table below summarizes the land use attributes of the site 
and surrounding properties. 

 

 Current Zoning Existing Land Uses Future Land Use 
(Master Plan) 

Subject 
Parcel  

PUD  Single-Family 
Residence 

PUD  

North  A-Residential  John Gurney Park Park or Residential  

East  A-2 Multiple Family 
Residential  

Multiple Family 
Residential  

South M-1 
Medical/Institutional  

Medical/Institutional Medical/Institutional  

West A-Residential Single-Family 
Neighborhood 

Single-Family 
Neighborhood 

    

The surrounding land uses to the north, east, and west are residential, with single family 
homes to the west, John Gurney Park to the north, and multiple family apartments to the 
east. A single-family residence with farm animals could be appropriate and compatible 
with the neighborhood. Given the size of the parcel and the setbacks from other 
residential properties to the east and west, the proposed uses would be compatible with 
the surrounding area. 

5. Most Appropriate Zoning District. ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŎŜƭΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ single-
family residence that houses farm animals strongly suggests a rezoning to the A-
Residential district. 

6. Infrastructure Capacity. We are not aware of any infrastructure capacity issues that 
would restrict the ability to own and house farm animals as a special use in the A-
Residential District. The site appears to have access to public water and sewer without 
needing an extension of that system. 

RECOMMENDATION 
We recommend that the Planning Commission recommend approval of the rezoning to A-
Residential to the City Commission.  

Á Consider approval of Special Land Use Application at 620 East Main Street Property. 

 



1) Will be harmonious, and in accordance with the objectives, intent, and purpose of this 
chapter. 
We believe the addition of animals and fowl will add additional charm and life to the property 
and community. While the standard definition indicates the animals and fowl are kept on the 
farm for the production of income. I feel it is important to mention that we do not intend to 
rely on the farm as our primary source of income but rather plan to enjoy the ambience that 
farm animals bring to the property like ours. The farm amenity improvements we make will 
be tasteful and well thought through. The property will be kept neat, clean, and most 
importantly will be kept safe.  

2) Will be compatible with a natural environment and existing and future land uses I the 
vicinity. 
We believe allowing the property to remain open space will complement the existing open 
space that exists at John Gurney City Park which lies to the north of the farm, and as well a 
City owned large open space property where the old ball diamond was located. 

3) Will be compatible with the City Master Plans. 
I have reviewed the long-term improvement ideas for the John Gurney City Park and believe 
that allowing this property to be open space farmland will only enhance the entrance and 
long term vision of John Gurney Park. 

4) Will be served adequately by essential public facilities and services such as highways, 
streets, police and fire protection, drainage ways and structures, refuse disposal, or that the 
persons or agencies responsible for the establishment of the proposed use shall be able to 
provide adequately for such services. 
No additional services will be necessary. 

5) Will not be detrimental, hazardous, or disturbing to existing or future neighboring uses, 
persons, property, or the public welfare. 
We believe the farm animals will bring additional charm and life to the property and will be 
positive for the neighborhood and community to enjoy. 

6) Will not create additional requirements at public costs for public facilities and services that 
will be detrimental to the economic welfare of the community.  
We do not feel that this will create any additional requirements at public cost for public 
facilities and services but rather feel the changes to our farm will be economically good for 
the community.  

 
 
 



  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

  
 



 
 

 


